
190 VITAL STATISTICS 

Multiple Births.—Approximately one confinement in 90 in Canada results in the 
birth of more than one child as compared with one in 85 several years ago—in other words, 
the chances of a confinement resulting in the birth of more than one child are fewer now 
than formerly. However, in 1960 there were two sets of quadruplets born in Canada, 
the first since 1957. Other facts illustrated by Table 6 are that the proportion of still­
births is higher among multiple than among single births and is about twice as high for 
twins and between three and five times as high for triplets. 

6.—Single and Multiple Births, Live and Stillborn, 1957-60 
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Quadruplet— 
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Totals, Live Births 169,093 170,118 179,275 178,551 98.6 98.6 08.6 98.7 

6,837 6,726 6,560 6,171 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.3 6,837 6,726 6,560 6,171 1.1 1.1 1.1 

Fertility Rates.—The sex and age composition of a population is obviously an 
important factor in determining crude* birth, marriage and death rates. Since more 
than 99 p.c. of the children born each year are to women between the ages of 15 and 50, 
variations in the proportion of women of these ages to the total population will, of course, 

* A crude rate ia one based on the total population. 


